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Jeremy Young: Hello, this is Jeremy Young.  It is December 27th, 2008.  I’m here doing 
an oral history with my father, Bill Young, who is seventy-four years old.  Hello, how are 
you? 
 
Bill Young: Good, and yourself? 
 
JY: Pretty good.  All right, so, I’d like to just start with a couple of questions about you.  
First of all, just for the record, when and where were you born? 
 
BY: June 17th, 1934, and I believe it was Los Angeles. 
 
JY: Los Angeles, at USC Medical Center? 
 
BY: Yes. 
 
JY: Okay.  And your family consisted of who? 
 
BY: At that point? 
 
JY: Yeah. 
 
BY: It would have been just myself and the father and mother. 
 
JY: And your father and mother were? 
 
BY: Carl and Alyce Young. 
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JY: And what were their professions, if they had any? 
 
BY: Mom was a house person. 
 
JY: Homemaker. 
 
BY: Homemaker.  And Dad was a – a helper in the hospital, what the hell do they call 
those? 
 
JY: Physician’s assistant? 
 
BY: No. 
 
JY: Nurse?  I – wasn’t he an accountant as well? 
 
BY: No, not at that point. 
 
JY: Okay. 
 
BY: He was working, and the work he was doing was just all the little odds and ends that 
the nurses and doctors and so on didn’t want to do. 
 
JY: Okay. 
 
BY: Hauling ice to the patients, and cleaning up messes when they didn’t – when they 
happened, and – 
 
JY: And how old were your parents? 
 
BY: They have a name for that. 
 
JY: Yeah, I don’t know what it is. 
 
BY: That’s what my father was doing when I was born.  And somewhere between there 
and not much later, he ended up working as an accountant with a major firm in 
downtown Los Angeles.  And I have no idea what the name of it is, although when I was 
fourteen, fifteen, something like that – oh, I know what it was.  That’s when I got my 
amateur radio license, passed the code test.  So that would have been when I was twelve 
or thirteen.  And we drove to Los Angeles from Porterville, and because Dad was there, 
he went to his old business, and visited with his people that he knew.  That’s how I know 
he was working there at some point. 
 
JY: The accounting firm? 
 
BY: Yeah, the accounting firm. 
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JY: And tell me about your brothers. 
 
BY: Well, I don’t remember Bob’s birth; I was two at the time, so, I just – I have no 
memory of that.  Closest memory I have of him would probably be when I was about four 
or five. 
 
JY: And what do you remember? 
 
BY: Yeah, something like that.  Because by that point, we had moved from Huntington 
Beach, where my parents were when I was born, to Pasadena, and I think Bob was born 
when we were in Pasadena.   And at age six, when I tried to go to school, me, trying to go 
to school, I had so much trouble with my asthma that the decision was made to move, and 
the decision was to move to the San Joaquin Valley, closer to Mom’s family.  And they 
found a farm just outside of Porterville, eight miles or so, and bought it, and that’s where 
the family moved to, and Bruce and Burt were born there. 
 
JY: And when did you first discover that you had asthma? 
 
BY: Well, I’m pretty sure that I must have had some problems with it before I got to 
school.  But I don’t remember, I really don’t remember the, you know, not being able to 
breathe and stuff like that – I don’t remember any of that until we were in Porterville.  
And then what we discovered was, is that, in the spring when all the orange trees were in 
bloom, I was allergic to the orange groves. 
 
JY: So it actually got worse when you were in the San Joaquin Valley. 
 
BY: Yeah.  And then somewhere along about that time, doctors decided to do the skin 
sensitivity test where they scratch your back and put the allergens on various places and 
then you wait for so many hours to see which ones flare up, and it turned out I was 
allergic to a number of things.  And then I went through a desensitization series of 
injections, which are supposed to give you – inject some parts of the – what you’re 
allergic to at very low levels, and keep building the levels up until your own immune 
system takes over.  And apparently worked pretty good. 
 
JY: How long did that take? 
 
BY: Seems to me that was a year or two. 
 
JY: And how old were you when this happened? 
 
BY: I was certainly in grammar school, so that would be between six and twelve.  That’s 
about as close as I can put it. 
 
JY: Okay. 
 
BY: Probably seven or eight. 
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JY: Do you have any other memories of your brothers, growing up, that you’d like to 
share? 
 
BY: The younger brothers, Bruce and Burt, my memory of them was mostly that they 
were a nuisance, and they got into all of Bob’s and I’s stuff, and caused trouble.  That’s 
my memory of the younger two.  Bob and I were fairly close, and did a lot of things 
together. 
 
JY: Like what? 
 
BY: Well, ultimately, when he was in high school, and – I think I was in high school still 
too, maybe in junior college – we built a car together.  Engineered all of what we wanted, 
made up drawings, built the car from the ground up. 
 
JY: Were – tell about the time when you jumped off the roof. 
 
BY: I don’t remember exactly at what age I was at that point, and I had a friend in 
Porterville, and Bob had a friend in Porterville, so I remember the four of us got together 
at my friend’s house.  And we decided to make a movie.  And part of the movie was to 
splice the film in backwards and then jump off the roof of the garage, and it looked like 
you walked up to the garage and jumped onto the roof.  And in that process, I practiced 
and practiced and practiced jumping off of the roof, and when I hit the ground letting my 
knees go and rolling, and after a couple of times it was no problem at all.  And then, I 
don’t remember how many times, but – and I think the movie was already done, and we 
were playing hide and seek, and to get away from one of them I went up over the garage 
roof to the other side, and proceeded to just turn around and jump off the roof like I’d 
been doing.  Only problem was, is there was a pile of wood on that side of the garage. 
 
JY: Oh. 
 
BY: And so I froze up, and when I hit the ground I wasn’t prepared.  Badly sprained my 
right ankle. 
 
JY: And do you think that that’s been responsible for some of your arthritis? 
 
BY: Excuse me, left ankle.  No, I don’t think it’s responsible for that one bit – the 
arthritis, but I think the joints and the cartilage on that side of my body may have been 
damaged.  There would have been some scarring in healing and so on.  Because now 
that’s where I have most of the trouble, is the left hip and the left leg. 
 
JY: And you said you were on crutches for several weeks after that? 
 
BY: I don’t remember how long it was, but I did use crutches for quite a period of time.  
You know, in fact, one of the times – the very first time I tried to go down the stairs with 
it, I made the mistake of putting it down on the step where I was going to go and then 
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stepping off.  Problem is, is that when you do that, when you step off, your feet don’t hit 
that step where the crutches are; what happens is, is you go over the top of it, and you 
don’t hit the stairs until seven or eight steps down.  And there was only a few steps left, 
and I made that mistake and ended up in a pile on the landing at the bottom.  Didn’t hurt 
anything – didn’t re-sprain the ankle or anything. 
 
JY: And Bob also says you that shot him with a BB gun in the face.  Is that right? 
 
BY: Yeah, the first guns that we got were BB guns, and seems to me we were under the 
impression that you couldn’t get hurt with them.  So here we are playing war, and hiding 
and shooting at one another, and I managed to put a BB into his cheek next to his eye.  
And managed to dig it out and bandage it up, and I don’t think Mom and Dad ever knew. 
 
JY: And it healed, and I don’t think there’s a scar. 
 
BY: It healed – no, there’s no scar there.  There’s other scars, but not that one.  Bob was 
the one of the two of us that, if anybody was going to get hurt bad enough to have a scar, 
it was him, and he has a number of scars from childhood. 
 
JY: Talk a little bit about your extended family. 
 
BY: My what? 
 
JY: Your extended family. 
 
BY: You mean grandparents? 
 
JY: Yeah, and uncles. 
 
BY: At some point, the grandparents on my father’s side decided to move from, I think, 
Huntington Beach, and to a piece of property which was just – actually down about a 
block – across the street, and down about a block from us.  And that’s where they lived 
until things got so bad they couldn’t take care of themselves, and when we moved to 
Atascadero they put them in a home in Atascadero.  And Grandpa Bill was always well 
known by all of us kids; he was really friendly and easy to get along with.  And so there 
was a lot of interaction with that part of the family, because it was just across the street.  
And the Waldron side of the family were ten or fifteen miles northeast of us on an orange 
grove.  So it was harder to get to, except when Mom and Dad went.  And so the only 
times we went there was when Mom and Dad went there for some reason to visit.  Of 
course, holidays, that was common. 
 
JY: They were in the town of Orange Grove, or they had an orange grove? 
 
BY: No, they were in the town of – oh, boy.  Completely escapes me.  Keeps coming up 
Springville, but I know that’s not right.  Strathmore. 
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JY: Strathmore.  And you had Waldron uncles too, right? 
 
BY: Yeah, there were two of them.  Tom was the older of them.  And he was in World 
War II, he was in the merchant marine – never got sunk, but spent a lot of time in the 
action areas in the Pacific.  And Bob was the other one – Robert. 
 
JY: Wasn’t it Boo? 
 
BY: That’s what they called him, was Boo. 
 
JY: Oh, wasn’t his actual name. 
 
BY: And he was a problem.  He would get one of the kids down and tickle them until 
they would cry, and – he was just onry.  And that lasted clear into – way into adulthood. 
 
JY: How much older than you was he? 
 
BY: I don’t really know – like I said, I know that those were brothers of Mom.  And I 
know there was a fair distance between Tom and Robert, because Robert never got called 
up in World War II, so that means he had to be four or five years back there, at least. 
 
JY: Just to back up a bit, you mentioned that you were making a movie.  What -- how old 
were you when that was?  Because that would have been during the time of early film 
cameras, right, in terms of ones that were available to ordinary people? 
 
BY: No, I think ordinary people had access to film cameras quite a bit earlier than that.  
That would have been the point at which they got reasonably cheap. 
 
JY: Mm-hm. 
 
BY: I think that’s the only reason that the kid had one, or had access to one. 
 
JY: And you mentioned about World War II.  You were seven years old when World 
War II broke out, correct? 
 
BY: Yep. 
 
JY: And what if any memories do you have of that? 
 
BY: I remember – I was in the house in Pasadena, and listening to some music which I 
would swear was Spike Jones, and it may have been a record rather than the radio.  But at 
any rate – no, it had to be radio.  And so the President came on, interrupted the radio 
station – I remember that very well.  And then after that I can remember blackouts – all 
the houses and everything having to be blacked out at night, cars with special headlight 
dampers to keep the light from spreading around.  I can remember food rationing, and 
following the news on the radio. Whenever we’d go to the movies, we’d see the – there’d 
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always be the news stuff from the war.  They’re not – it’s not really sharp focus for 
memories, it’s just bits and pieces. 
 
JY: Do you remember the end of the war? 
 
BY: Yes.  I think by that time we had moved to Porterville.  And I know within a year or 
so after the war ended – and there were a lot of German and Japanese prisoners of war in 
the United States, and many of them didn’t get to go home until five, six years after the 
war ended.  And some of them elected to do that because they could work there and make 
more money than they would back home.  But anyway, I remember, like, a couple of 
years after the war ended, we were using – the labor force my dad was tapping was the 
German prisoners.  And we had German prisoners on the farm two, three, four years, 
something like that. 
 
JY: What about Japanese-Americans who were interned?  Did you know or know of any 
of those? 
 
BY: I only knew of it, not anything else.  I know that, at that period of time, that the 
feelings of most people that I had come in contact with as a child had really, really 
negative feelings and connotations about Japanese people, and I don’t remember that 
being true about German people.  So I don’t know what the difference was, other than 
just the visual differences.  And that may have been there before the war started – I just 
don’t remember. 
 
JY: Did you have any particular feelings about it?  You were young at the time. 
 
BY: Well, I can remember being concerned about the progress of the war, and by 1945 
we began to win battles both in the Japanese front and on the German front.  And from 
there on in, the fear kind of dropped away – I think it did for most people.  Then it was 
just, “We’ve got to do this to finish the job.”  And the war drug on for three or four more 
years, but it was – most people weren’t afraid of it at that point, because we were 
winning.  It was funny that the Japanese and the Germans never seemed to understand 
that they had lost, and there was no turning back. 
 
JY: Do you have any memories of the dropping of the bomb on Hiroshima? 
 
BY: No, not that I can specifically put my finger on.  Except that when they announced it 
on the news, which was a few days later if I remember right – I don’t think there was a 
lot of stuff about it at that point.  It’s only many years later that people began to get really 
upset about the dangers of nuclear war, and the possibility that it might happen, and so on 
and so forth. 
 
JY: And other than your Uncle Tom, did you know anyone who was fighting, or anyone 
who died in the war? 
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BY: No.  I don’t know that Tom was ever in action; I know he was in the action areas – 
he was on the supply ships and things like that; that’s what the merchant marine did.  And 
merchant marine ships had a minimal amount of machine guns and things like that on 
board ship, certainly not enough to fight off a determined attack.  But I don’t remember 
him ever talking about being in action. 
 
JY: Why was your father not drafted? 
 
BY: I think he may have been on the high end of the age. 
 
JY: He was.  Did he work for the war stateside? 
 
BY: No.  All that time in the Los Angeles area, I believe he was working for – accounting 
for that firm, and I think that just continued throughout the war, until the last year that we 
moved to Porterville.  And it wasn’t much long after that that he got a job as an 
accountant at the local Department of Transportation’s maintenance yard, and he had that 
job clear up until the point at which we moved to Atascadero.  No – no, I take it back.  
Couple of years before that, he got a really lucrative job in Fresno, and he was driving 
back and forth to Fresno for a couple of years. 
 
JY: Why did that stop? 
 
BY: That’s when we moved to Atascadero. 
 
JY: Okay.  Tell me about your farm. 
 
BY: It was an old farm; trees were old and didn’t produce really well. And while Dad 
worked it, and tried to improve the ground and so on and so forth, it was not a really 
super-good situation.  But it paid for itself and then some, and Dad was able to do it, 
quote, part-time, because he was working full-time with the state.  And oranges was the 
primary – it was forty acres as I remember, and about maybe a third of it was an orange 
grove; the rest of it was pastureland.  And most of the time we had cows for milk, and we 
usually raised a young steer for meat.  When that would be slaughtered, the going thing 
was at that point, the guy that slaughtered it would take half the meat, and the other half 
would be ours; throw it in the freezer, and that would be our meat supply for another 
year.  We had chickens on the farm, and at some point we had geese – well, no, I guess 
we had geese most of the time.  Geese for food as well as eggs, chickens for food as well 
as eggs.  The orange grove had lemons and apricots and almonds, cherries – there was a 
few trees of each – of all of these scattered around in the grove.  So we had that that we 
would pick every year and can.  There were some years that we planted – plowed up 
those pastures and planted them, and one thing and another – I can’t remember how well 
that worked out.  Seems to me it worked pretty well. 
 
JY: And what was your role specifically on the farm? 
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BY: The labor.  It was – actually, that was the role of all the kids.  Very early on I was 
driving tractor, plowing, did things like monitor the watering process in the orange grove, 
change sprinklers in – I want to say meadows, not meadows – pastureland, get the eggs 
every day from the chickens, feed the chickens, feed the geese – geese pretty much fed 
themselves, as I remember.  We did go and find their eggs, and use their eggs all the time. 
 
JY: Did your father – you mentioned that your father employed seasonal help. 
 
BY: That was to pick oranges. 
 
JY: In addition to the German prisoners, who else – what other kind of people did he 
employ? 
 
BY: I don’t remember.  I really don’t remember. 
 
JY: Were there Okies? 
 
BY: No, I don’t think so.  What sticks in my head is that they were Mexican-Americans, 
because there were a lot of Mexican-Americans around Porterville, and I think that was 
part of the reason they were there, was the agriculture.  So I think that’s what it was, but I 
just – no recollection beyond that. 
 
JY: The film So Dear to My Heart was made near your farm, correct? 
 
BY: It was – our farm was eight miles from Porterville, and the primary set location was 
about halfway in between.  And there was an old railroad, a spur, that went from the main 
line just outside of Porterville to the packing house where we had our oranges packed and 
so on, which was just a mile or so from where we lived.  And what the Disney Company 
decided was that they could use that railroad in the film and use the surrounding 
agricultural areas for the various scenes and so on.  They built a set, and like I said it was 
about halfway between there and town.  And Grandpa Bill got a job as a night watchman 
on the set; as a result, we had access to the set, and we went there several times and 
wandered around, and in the process met some of the actors.  We were always aware 
when the trains – when they were filming the trains, because they would run them up and 
down the tracks and turn it around and what-have-you.  Mom and Dad managed to get a 
contract with the film crew, and what they did was convert Bob and my bedroom to a 
kitchen – not a kitchen, an eating room, and put rows of tables and chairs in the room.  
And Mom prepared breakfast, lunch, and dinner for the crews.  And that had to be a big 
job, because there were a bunch of people – there was twenty-five, thirty people who 
were coming to our farm for their breakfasts, lunch, and dinner.  That lasted – seems to 
me it was about a year. 
 
JY: And didn’t you say that Burl Ives came there as well? 
 
BY: I don’t remember Burl Ives coming to the farm, but we certainly met him, and he 
was accessible by people in the community.  When they would come and want to watch 
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the filming and so on, he was one of the people who would – when he wasn’t tied into 
what was going on, he would talk to the people and sing for them.  He was very friendly. 
 
JY: And you may have mentioned this, but didn’t your family grow the corn for the film 
as well? 
 
BY: They had – part of the process, somewhere in the film there is a cornfield.  And what 
we did was plant corn at various times so that, when they got ready to film, they could go 
out there and dig up the earliest corn, move it down on the set, do their filming.  Then 
they could throw that away, come up and get the next that was a little bit taller, put that 
on the set.  And they went through that process on the whole farm. 
 
JY: And was it just your farm, or other farms as well? 
 
BY: No, I think it was just ours.  It’s too bad we didn’t get film credit for all of it. 
 
JY: Talking a little bit about your interests as a child – first of all, ham radio.  How did 
you become interested in that? 
 
BY: I remember in Pasadena, Dad taking Bob and I to a high school somewhere near 
where we lived, and there were people – there was a club that went there, and they flew 
U-control model airplanes.  We went there quite a bit, actually.  And that started an 
interest in model aircraft, and I can remember building stuff – never managed to get 
much of it to fly very well, up until I was eight, nine, somewhere along in there.  And 
then began to be able to be successful.  And along about that time, and probably before, 
what was showing up in the model magazines was the very early radio controls 
equipment for model aircraft.  And it was very primitive, very unreliable, difficult to 
build and keep operating, and la-de-dah-de-dah-de-dah.  But that sparked my interest in 
electronics.  And at that point in time, in order to operate a radio control aircraft, you had 
to have a ham license, because the frequencies that were available were amateur radio 
frequencies.  So that’s what put me on the track of getting my amateur radio thing.  And 
needing to learn Morse code, not having a radio that picked up the amateur radio signals 
– also at that time, magazines like Popular Science and Popular Mechanics published 
regular articles on electronics.  And amongst them were articles on how to convert 
common, everyday kitchen radios or what-have-you to cover the amateur radio 
frequencies.  And so I was into taking those old radios apart and redoing them so I could 
use them and listen to the ham radio.  And that’s how I learned code, while I was 
listening to the code on the air. 
 
JY: All the communications came through code? 
 
BY: No, the voice communication was there with the amateur radio stuff.  The amateur 
radio stuff was far more sophisticated than the radio control stuff.  But that all changed as 
time went on.  So I was – that sparked my interest in electronics, and then – they were 
kind of mixed.  And by the time I got my amateur license, I had become interested in 
wanting to communicate on the air, and I managed to put up a big antenna, and I cobbled 
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together a transmitter that would work.  Managed to get it to work, too.  And I spent a lot 
of time listening for people to talk to on the air using Morse code.  And mixed in amongst 
that, I was still building and flying model airplanes and trying to figure out how to do the 
radio control bit.  And it wasn’t until after we had moved to Porterville – seems to me it 
was around 1960, maybe a little earlier than that – right at the point of time that 
transistors came on the market and were available to anybody.  And transistors made it 
possible to build a radio control receiver that worked pretty well.  And at that point I 
managed to build a system that worked, and started playing around with controlling the 
models.  So it was all mixed together.  And then, as the years went by, I had less and less 
interest in the amateur radio side of it, more and more interest in the radio control side. 
 
JY: Who were you building these things with?  Your brother Bob, or friends, or just 
yourself? 
 
BY: With? 
 
JY: Well, just by yourself? 
 
BY: Just by myself.  Was nobody else around that was interested that I knew of.  They 
thought I was weird – that was geeksville time in those days.  Besides being on the 
college path through high school – you know, that was a minor part of the high school 
population.  The rest of them were farmers and auto mechanics and lah-de-dah-de-dah-
de-dah. 
 
JY: Let’s actually turn to your education.  Your first education was in a one-room 
schoolhouse, correct? 
 
BY: No, I think the first attempt at it was in Pasadena in the public schools. 
 
JY: That’s right. 
 
BY: And that was – just didn’t work because of the asthma.  And then shortly after that it 
was the move to Porterville.  And where we were located, we were about five miles away 
from the one-room schoolhouse, and we were in that district.  So that’s where I went to 
school.  And so that would have been first through seventh grade.  But my memory is that 
I was behind my age by about two years at that point. 
 
JY: Because of the asthma? 
 
BY: And by the time I got to the seventh grade and went to the middle school – which 
was in Porterville, and it was a large school with lots and lots of students, and so on – by 
the time I went there, I had managed to catch up on all those grades.  And middle school 
is kind of a blank, although I think I did well.  And high school, the first couple of years – 
pretty much a blank, but after that, I was qualified to get into classes like chemistry and 
radio and so on and so forth.  And so I did a lot of that kind of stuff.  And by the time I 
got to my senior year, my grades were well enough and I had completed enough of the 
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classes that they allowed me to go to take my senior year classes – equivalents as junior 
high school – junior college classes, which was just across the street.  So I spent most of 
my high school years in a junior college setting. 
 
JY: Porterville Junior College? 
 
BY: Mm-hm. 
 
JY: What was your experience of being – going to school in a one-room schoolhouse, 
with other age groups? 
 
BY: I think it was okay.  I don’t remember it as being outstandingly super-fun or 
anything like that, but it wasn’t super-terrible either. 
 
JY: Didn’t you have a teacher who pulled your ears? 
 
BY: Occasionally.  She was old, and she did that with everybody.  In fact, if you 
remember in So Dear to My Heart, that’s how the teacher dealt with the kids in the 
schoolroom when they weren’t behaving, is they’d grab them by the ears and march them 
wherever they wanted them to be. 
 
JY: I think you mean Pete’s Dragon, is that right? 
 
BY: I think it happened there too. 
 
JY: Okay. 
 
BY: I think that was a common thing for teachers at that point. 
 
JY: Did it give you hearing loss? 
 
BY: The which? 
 
JY: Did it give you hearing loss? 
 
BY: I think it probably contributed to it, but medically I don’t have any way of proving 
that. 
 
JY: And this was Miss Oldham, right? 
 
BY: Yes. 
 
JY: And she was your teacher all the years you were there? 
 
BY: All the years, and all of – even two years beyond that, because Bob had her as a 
teacher, too.  I don’t think she was the teacher by the time Bruce and Burt got there.  
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They both went to the same one-room schoolhouse.  And if I’m – at some point along the 
line there was a new teacher brought in – Miss Oldham retired.  She was younger.  And at 
some point, after Bob and I were out of it, that they – I thought they added a room to the 
one-room schoolhouse, but I don’t think that’s what happened.  What I think they did was 
pick that building up and move it where it is now, and build a structure where it was 
which is big enough to be three-room schoolhouse. 
 
JY: And the one-room schoolhouse and your farm are no longer where they were, is that 
correct? 
 
BY: Well, the one-room schoolhouse is still – it’s right there on the same property. 
 
JY: Okay. 
 
BY: They just moved it over, and they use it for storage and what-have-you.  And so it’s 
still there. 
 
JY: And what about your farm? 
 
BY: The farm – the land – somewhere along the line, I don’t remember what the time 
period was – and that may have been related to the move to Atascadero, too.  But 
anyway, Bureau of Land Management wanted to build a dam, and dam up the river, and 
control the floods, and also use the – for better serve farming.  So they came to us at 
some point and talked to Mom and Dad about buying the property.  And there were a 
bunch of options, and one of the options was that, if we agreed to it, they would agree to 
give us the same property value that was acquired by anybody with their lawsuits and so 
on – give us the same value.  And we didn’t have to go to court.  The advantage with the 
Land Management was, they had a fixed thing that they could work against.  And Dad 
decided to do that, and he was the only farmer in the whole area that decided to do that.  
And so all through the time that they were litigating and getting ready to move the houses 
and what-have-you, farmers were litigating right and left, which means it cost them 
thousands and thousands of dollars in lawyer fees.  And when it was all well and done, 
we got the same property value as the highest bidder, if you will, and we didn’t have to 
fight for it at all.  But we had to wait for our money clear to the end of it. Some of the 
people managed to get their money sooner.  In addition, because of Dad’s friendly 
connection with them, he and, I think it was just Uncle Tom bought several of the houses 
that were in the area of the lake that was going to be formed, and bought property outside 
of that area, moved the houses, and sold the houses, and made money doing it. 
 
JY: Was there friction between your parents and the other farmers because of that? 
 
BY: My memory is that there was, but I don’t remember what that constituted.  And of 
course it all ended at the point that it was – there wasn’t any question that the dam was 
going to be built and the farms were going to be underwater, at least part-time. 
 
JY: And this was in the early 1950’s? 
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BY: No, it couldn’t have been the fifties. 
 
JY: Late 1940’s? 
 
BY: Oh, no, no, that had to be into the sixties. 
 
JY: Oh. 
 
BY: Well, it might have been in the fifties. 
 
JY: But this was after you were already married? 
 
BY: No.  The whole thing with the Bureau of Land Management was three or four years 
before the move to Atascadero. 
 
JY: Back to your education, when you went to the junior college, is that where you met 
Sarge Hunton? 
 
BY: No, he was in high school – he was a high school chemistry teacher. 
 
JY: And he was a World War II drill sergeant? 
 
BY: Yeah – no, not a drill sergeant.  He was a sergeant in the tank corps, and he had seen 
action in World War II in Germany. 
 
JY: And what was your memory of him? 
 
BY: The which? 
 
JY: What were your memories of him? 
 
BY: He was a good guy, and all he wanted from his students was that, if they were going 
to choose to be in his class, that they work hard and get good stuff done.  But of course 
the school system didn’t see it that way; it was, if the student wanted to do it, and they 
had grades, you’d stick them in there.  And as a result, it was always – always seemed to 
me that there was a fair percentage who were in there and didn’t care whether chemistry 
was anything they ever learned anything about or not.  And mostly they ended up in the 
back rows.  And in those days teachers had a lot more leeway, so he was inclined to 
throw erasers at them, and at one point I remember he hooked up a Ford vibrator coil and 
some fine wire on the seats in the back rows, and when they didn’t pay attention he fired 
it up.  People in the back rows were jumping up and down.  He was tough on the people 
who were in his class – if you didn’t pay attention and study hard and work, he didn’t – 
he was tough on you.  Outside of that, I think he was pretty friendly. 
 
JY: And did you meet your friend Russ in Porterville, or after? 
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BY: No, that didn’t happen until Rhea and I moved to Bakersfield. 
 
JY: So that was later. 
 
BY: And that was – so that was later.  And we had been there a year or two, maybe more.  
But Russ and a friend of his, another high school teacher, had decided to open a slot car 
track and a store to sell parts and so on – a lot like what their operation is – they’ve got a 
little race track in the back now. 
 
JY: You’re talking about the car club in town here. 
 
BY: Yeah.  And they had operated that business for four or five years, something like 
that.  And they had some supplies for – hobby supplies.  And the way I met him was 
going in for supplies, and it was either he or the other teacher that were there.  So that’s 
where I met him.  Somewhere along the line in that same timeframe is when the model 
airplane group in Bakersfield was approached by model boat clubs in Los Angeles and 
San Francisco about a lake that they could have races on that was central to their two 
locations.  And I don’t remember why I was involved in the process, but somehow or 
other I was involved in the process.  And we decided to see if we could arrange that for 
them.  And that created an interest in model boats.  And we were able – we found a lake 
and made all the arrangements for the lake for them, and I think it was about a year later 
– maybe it was two – those two model boating clubs had a meet at Bakersfield, in the 
lake that we had found in Bakersfield.  And because of that we had created a model 
boating club in Bakersfield. 
 
JY: To back up a little bit, you went to Berkeley for a year and a half, is that correct? 
 
BY: Mm-hm. 
 
JY: To study engineering? 
 
BY: Electrical engineering. 
 
JY: And why Berkeley? 
 
BY: I was actually accepted at Cal Tech in Pasadena, and I think University of Southern 
California in Los Angeles, and Berkeley.  And Berkeley had co-ops for students to live 
in, which was a very inexpensive way to – for housing.  And UCLA didn’t have that, and 
Cal Tech was just expensive, to say the least.  So that’s why I ended up at Berkeley.  
Stayed in a co-op, which was kind of nice, actually.  The kitchen was run by the students 
in the co-op, and everybody in the co-op had a job to do.  I usually signed up to be on the 
group that was – that did the painting and the fixing and stuff like that. 
 
JY: You didn’t cook very much? 
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BY: I never was in the cooking end. 
 
JY: Even though you – because you won a cake-baking prize in 4H when you were 
younger, right? 
 
BY: Yeah. 
 
JY: What was Berkeley like?  I mean, today it has a reputation for being a bit of a – for 
want of a better word, a hippie kind of place. 
 
BY: Well, the whole area around Berkeley is certainly that way – at least it was then, and 
probably still is.  So even though Berkeley still has a high rated college in engineering 
and technical fields, it is certainly surrounded by a lot of that stuff.  And because of that, 
they have built up other areas of their college program and offerings.  And of course, the 
time I was there was about the time of the hippie stuff in San Francisco. 
 
JY: Yes, the Beatniks were there at that time. 
 
BY: Yeah. 
 
JY: Were you ever involved in any of that? 
 
BY: No. 
 
JY: Did you know people who were? 
 
BY: No, most of the people that were in the co-ops were hard-working students. 
 
JY: You were there for three semesters, correct?  And then you dropped out one semester 
short of graduation. 
 
BY: Yep. 
 
JY: Why was that? 
 
BY: Not really sure how all of that would fall together now.  I was looking for work, and 
the state of California was heavily recruiting people to be in their organization, and they 
had created two paths through their employment structure.  In the first path, you had to 
have – not just graduated, but you had to have an engineering license.  And the second 
path was people who were college-educated but never got licensed, and that was the path 
that I was in.  And I took an exam, and I was accepted.  It was a good-paying job.  And I 
did want to get married; of course, Rhea was waiting. 
 
JY: In Porterville, right? 
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BY: In Porterville.  And so – those two come together in combination like that, I guess it 
was too much to resist. 
 
JY: You were, by this time, old enough to be drafted into the peacetime draft.  Why 
didn’t that happen? 
 
BY: I didn’t get called up until the Korean War. 
 
JY: Right. 
 
BY: And when they called me up, and went in for their physical exam and through the 
physical exam, and the doctor afterwards sat down with each and every person and said, 
“You know, is there anything that you can think of that you think might keep you from 
being in the military?”  And I said, “Well, I have asthma, and this point it’s controlled, 
but that wouldn’t be true in other locations.”  And he said – actually, he acted really, 
really unhappy about that.  And afterwards – I think the reason was that, once I claimed 
something, that they had to send me to civilian doctors to verify it; they couldn’t just say, 
“Okay, you don’t have this.”  And so when I went to the civilian doctors – I went to three 
of them; every one of them put a stethoscope on my chest and listened to my lungs, and 
said, “Yep, you’ve got asthma.”  I’m sure every one of those doctors in the military 
who’d listened to my chest had heard the same thing.  And so I qualified 4F, and that was 
the end of that. 
 
JY: Did your brothers get drafted? 
 
BY: I think Bob got drafted.  And he had a choice at the time – you could choose the 
branch of the military you were going to go for, and what you were going to do.  And he 
qualified to be officer-training material, and so he was going to sign up as being – go into 
officer training.  And the problem was that, if you signed up to go into officer training 
and you failed, then you automatically were infantry, as low as you could go.  And so he 
signed up for it and started through the process, and at the first evaluation, the evaluation 
came through not qualified.  And that was the end of that – he was in the infantry. 
 
JY: Did he serve anywhere? 
 
BY: No.  He was on bases in California and in Alaska – that was the reason we went to 
Alaska that one time.  And I don’t remember the other places.  But he served out his three 
years.  Bruce apparently never got called up and never volunteered.  And Burt – I don’t 
know whether that was a draft, or whether he volunteered. 
 
JY: So your first wife was Rhea Finley.  And where did you meet her? 
 
BY: There was a very active square dancing group in Springville, which is where she 
lived.  And – don’t remember how I got involved with that, but I did, and I enjoyed it.  
And so I was a member of the organization, and whenever they were holding square 
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dances once a month, or if they had something special once in a while somewhere else, I 
would go.  And that’s where I met her – at one of those dances in Springville. 
 
JY: And you married her right out of college. 
 
BY: Yeah. 
 
JY: And you had one daughter, who was – 
 
BY: Yes. 
 
JY: Rowena, right? 
 
BY: Rowena, yes. 
 
JY: And you were married for several years. 
 
BY: My memory of it is seven, but who knows for sure. 
 
JY: And during that time you were working on – as a state highway engineer during the 
sort of golden age of highway construction, when President Eisenhower authorized the 
interstate highway system. 
 
BY: Yes. 
 
JY: What exactly were you doing, and where were you working? 
 
BY: Well, when I signed on to start the process, I was signed on at the lowest level, 
which was what everybody did unless they had some degrees and so on to get them 
higher.  And so the first year was working on survey crews, laying out their – what was 
going to be built on the freeway, which was actually the Grapevine multi-lane freeway 
system.  And when the first exams came up to go up in – up the ranks, I took it and 
passed with flying colors.  Moved up – and at that point, I still did some surveying, but 
there was a lot of other things: watching various and sundry things being done, checking 
the compliance.  And I think it was the third time that I took exams to move up, and what 
was being offered was an electrical engineering position, and I took it and passed with 
flying colors.  And after that I worked as an electrical engineer.  And I administered 
contracts that were fully electrical – nothing else in them to speak of.  And on major 
freeways, I would go in underneath the resident engineer and inspect and take care of the 
electrical stuff on what was being built.  And I did that while most of the major freeways 
around Porterville and Bakersfield and that area were being built – Interstate 5 and 
Highway 99. 
 
JY: So you were working for the state, but you were working on federal highways. 
 
BY: Mm-hm. 
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JY: And you continued to do that until the late seventies. 
 
BY: Yeah, I didn’t quit until 1977. 
 
JY: And you’ve mentioned that part of that tenure was during the time that Richard 
Nixon was governor of the state. 
 
BY: Yep. 
 
JY: Would you like to comment on that? 
 
BY: Politics was a long ways from my mind, always – always has been.  But my only 
recollection of that is that the people I had connection with all considered him a crook.  
And I was surprised that he got elected because of that.  And of course, as it all turned 
out, it was probably true.  I don’t remember if he had any impact direct on the highway 
system at all; if he did, I don’t remember it. 
 
JY: And you were also there when Ronald Reagan was governor, correct? 
 
BY: Yep, and he had a large impact on the engineering organization, because his whole 
thing was to make the engineering organizations more sensitive to the political process.  
And so right away he was appointing political appointees into the top engineering 
positions, and then one step below that, and one step below that.  All political stuff – 
people who had no training in engineering and didn’t know what they were doing.  And 
started changing the structure of the organization.  And of course politically what he was 
doing was, in order to keep the taxes low and keep his popularity high, they were robbing 
every account of money in the state government that they could rob in order to pay for 
things that they were doing.  And it all looked very good until he was out of office, and 
the next governor was in, and found out that the state was broke. 
 
JY: This was around the time when you owned your race cars, is that right?  Or was that 
later? 
 
BY: No, that was in there.  When I got married to Rhea, the very first car I owned was an 
MG TD, and right away was – made connections with the sports car clubs.  And all the 
clubs that I was connected with were always having some kind of events for sports cars – 
rallies, time trials, where it’s only one car at a time on a track against time, and a few 
races, yeah.  And that continued all the way through to – I guess the last of that was when 
I married Barbara.  My last sports car was – I sold it right there at that point, juncture in 
time. 
 
JY: And which car was that? 
 
BY: That was a Peerless.  Peerless was a handmade car in England; they made seventy-
five of them every year.  It was a really nice car, actually. 
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JY: And this is also around the time, as you were starting to say earlier, that you got 
involved with model boating, correct?  And you were instrumental in founding a group 
called the Westcoast Council of Model Boaters, is that correct? 
 
BY: Well, there was an organization on the west coast called the Western Council of 
Model Aircraft – Western Association of Modelers, WAM.  It existed primarily for U-
control model aircraft activities, and it was a big enough thing that they had managed to 
get good liability insurance for the various clubs that belonged to them, so that they could 
fly their aircraft on various and sundry public pieces of property, and so on.  And when 
this thing with the model boat thing got started, the model boating clubs just a year or two 
before that had gone to the Western Association of Modelers and said, “Can you manage 
to have your insurance cover us, and we can be another part of the organization – 
Western Association of Modelers, U-control and model boats?”  And Mom Coad, who 
was the one who ran the thing, said, “Yes, definitely,” and that was all put in place.  So 
when the two clubs came together, one of the things that came out of that very quickly 
was, “Let’s have an organization that covers what – our activities so we can compete 
together and have records, and all that kind of stuff.”  And that’s what started the model 
boat association, yeah. 
 
JY: NAMBA. 
 
BY: Yeah.  And at that juncture – there still is an organization in the United States called 
the International Model Boat Association, IMPBA – Power Boat Association.  And at 
that point they were by far the largest operating organization.  And they had corporate 
liability insurance that covered the member clubs and so on.  And I ended up being 
president of the Western Association of Model Boaters, and I pushed for the group to join 
IMPBA.  It just made sense at that point, because we were small compared to them, and 
pulling it all together into one situation would have benefitted model boating as a whole, 
a lot.  However, people didn’t want that.  And the worst part of it was, I think that they 
would have voted for it, except that the IMPBA rejected the proposal.  They finally came 
back, and in a letter to our organization said, “No, we don’t want anything to do with it.”  
And at that point, we just said, “Okay,” and just went ahead with our own organization, 
and created our own set of racing rules, and lah-de-dah-de-dah.  And ten years later we 
were a bigger organization than IMPBA, and we still are, by a whole lot.  But the 
downside of it is that the model boating association is split in the United States – the two 
organizations. 
 
JY: According to the 2006 NAMBA Handbook, you were responsible for initiating that 
process, and both you and Russ Kominitsky were on the organizing committee. 
 
BY: Yep. 
 
JY: And it states that the first President of NAMBA was a man named Gary Johnson of 
Hawaii. 
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BY: Yep.  Yep, by the time we had got to that point, there were member clubs in 
Washington and Oregon and Arizona – I don’t remember whether there was any – there 
was one of them in Nevada, and a member club in Hawaii, and a member club in Alaska. 
 
JY: Were you also creating model boating designs at this point? 
 
BY: Yeah – in fact there’s at least three model boating designs that are published in 
various magazines.  Yep.  Most of the ones that I designed never got published. 
 
JY: And what magazines did you publish in at this point? 
 
BY: I think it was Model Airplane News. 
 
JY: That published boating designs? 
 
BY: Boating organizations were struggling to get one of the magazines to cover our 
activities.  And we didn’t have much luck; in fact, one of the largest magazines, Radio 
Control Modeler, flatly stated that model boating was just this little interest off to the 
side, and didn’t have any meaning, model airplanes were the only thing – it was ugly.  
Ten years later, he was contacting model boaters and asking them to write articles for his 
magazine.  In fact, one time I asked him, I said, “What happened to your original 
statements?”  He says, “What are you talking about?”  I said, “You wrote a letter to our 
organization that was pretty nasty.”  He says, “Ah, well, I changed my mind.” 
 
JY: Who was this? 
 
BY: I don’t remember his name.  You pick up an old issue of Model – of RCM, he would 
be listed as editor in there. 
 
JY: And this all happened when – in the late 1950’s? 
 
BY: Yeah, somewhere along in there. And we never did get model boating coverage in 
the national magazines to any degree at all, even today. 
 
JY: This is also – around this time is when you had your catastrophic accident. 
 
BY: The first one, yeah.  That was – I was in Bakersfield; it was only a year or so before 
I got the divorce with Rhea. 
 
JY: Will you tell a little bit about the accident? 
 
BY: Oh.  I had gone with the model – not model, but the local sports car club on a rally, 
and manned a rally station up in the mountains.  But basically I was up all night long.  
And I was on my way back home, and I was just, couple of miles from home, and I think 
I went to sleep, but I’m not really sure that it was sleep – it was probably more what they 
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call highway hypnosis.  Because I have a memory of following this car, and the trouble is 
it was parked. 
 
JY: It was a Nash Rambler, right? 
 
BY: Yeah.  Destroyed it.  And the MG they rebuilt. 
 
JY: What kind of injuries did you have? 
 
BY: Mostly internal.  Nose was damaged badly, and they rebuilt the nose.  And internal – 
I was wearing a seat belt, and as I bent forward over the seat belt, it squeezed the 
intestines, and damaged the intestines.  And in the hospital, as they were evaluating what 
was going on, they couldn’t figure out what was going on because the injuries didn’t 
show up on the x-rays.  And a doctor – I don’t know whether he was on staff or just 
happened to be there, but he was reading the thing, and he said, “We’re going to the 
operating room now.”  And the reason he did that is that he had been in the naval aircraft 
organization, and he had seen many, many injuries with the pilots, same way, with a 
seatbelt, wearing just a seat belt. If you bent forward over the belt, you can damage your 
intestines.  So they ended up taking a section of intestine out, and things were just fine for 
four or five years, and then I had to go back in because I had what’s called an adhesion at 
one of the – at the point where the two pieces of intestine were tied back together. 
 
JY: And there was some concern that you weren’t going to make it, right? 
 
BY: Well, the first time, yes.  Because I think it was a couple of days afterwards that this 
doctor finally spotted what was going on and said, “We’ve got to operate on this guy 
right away, I know what the problem is.”  Up to that point, my memory of the thing – and 
some of it is told to me – was that they were basically saying, “We don’t know what’s 
wrong.” 
 
JY: So after your divorce, within a year, right, you had remarried. 
 
BY: Yeah, it was about a year, maybe a little longer than that. 
 
JY: And your second wife was? 
 
BY: Barbara. 
 
JY: And where did you meet her? 
 
BY: In a bowling alley in Bakersfield, actually.  There was a group of the guys from the 
construction crew had joined a bowling league, and so I would go with them occasionally 
and just bowl – there was a couple of other guys that went along, did the same thing.  
And that’s how I met her one night, at the bowling alley. 
 
JY: And you were married for a long time. 
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BY: The second time? 
 
JY: Yeah. 
 
BY: My memory is seventeen years. 
 
JY: And you had two children? 
 
BY: Yep. 
 
JY: Who were? 
 
BY: Brad and Beth. 
 
JY: In the opposite order. 
 
BY: In the opposite order. 
 
JY: It was during this marriage that you lived through the Sylmar Earthquake, is that 
correct?  That would have been 1971. 
 
BY: Yes.  It would have been for sure in there, I think. 
 
JY: And what was your experience of that? 
 
BY: Just that things rattled around.  We were far enough away from it.  We certainly 
knew there had been an earthquake, but not – it wasn’t that big.  And of course, when we 
were living in Porterville, we lived through the earthquake that flattened that town in the 
mountains above Bakersfield.  I think I was still in high school when that one happened.  
It was strong.  And we felt it in Porterville – woke me up in the morning.  Thought the 
world was coming to an end.  This horrible rumbling sound, and then everything shook.  
Can’t remember the name of that town. 
 
JY: You were a Girl Scout leader. 
 
BY: Did what again? 
 
JY: You were a Girl Scout leader. 
 
BY: With Barbara, yes.  Beth was getting to the age of being in Girl Scouts, and Barbara 
had volunteered at the Girl Scout headquarters to help out with Girl Scout organization.  
And Barbara and I had been doing a lot of backpacking, and we had gotten to some 
places where a little bit of knowledge of how to scramble around the rocks would have 
been really helpful. And so we took this rock-climbing class in three weekends, and on 
the third weekend, they took a bus from Bakersfield up to where the climbing location 
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was.  And we were on the way back, and somebody said to me something about, “With 
your knowledge and what you’re doing and how well you’re doing, have you ever 
thought about leading a Boy Scout class?”  And my comment was, “Nah, Boy Scouts get 
a lot of that stuff anyway just because they’re boys; if I was ever to do it, it would be Girl 
Scouts.”  That was a mistake.  Because Barbara then proceeded to arrange with the Girl 
Scout Council to get me and a friend of ours to be the male leaders of the Girl Scout 
troop, which we did for a couple of years, maybe three years. 
 
JY: And what you did was backpacking, right? 
 
BY: Backpacking, snow camping, cross-country skiing, mountain climbing.  That’s all 
we did. 
 
JY: You were still modeling at this point. 
 
BY: Yeah. 
 
JY: Was this at the time that you switched over to airplanes, or was it still primarily 
boats? 
 
BY: No, the switch to airplanes – the strong switch to aircraft occurred when I got 
divorced from Barbara.  And it’s like my interest in the boating world just went to 
nothing in an instant. 
 
JY: Okay.  Well, we’ll get to that in a minute.  But this was when you got interested in 
psychology. 
 
BY: No, I can remember having an interest in the idea of psychology clear back to 
Berkeley.  But – and I had done some reading in psychology one place and another, and I 
had never come across anything in writing anywhere, or heard anybody talk about it 
anywhere, in which the psychology made any sense to me.  It all sounded like mumbo-
jumbo, completely.  This is coming from an engineering standpoint: if you can’t measure 
it, it doesn’t exist.  And the world of psychology was fighting like mad internationally to 
become recognized as a science about that time, and they finally succeeded, to the 
detriment of their organization.  However, that’s another story.  And – but anyway, third-
iteration, third-generation psychologists were starting to come up with some ideas that 
were pretty far away from Freud, and one of them was – I can’t even remember his name 
now. 
 
JY: B. F. Skinner? 
 
BY: Huh?  No.  The TA, transactional analysis – 
 
JY: Oh, Fritz Perls. 
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BY: Fritz Perls.  And Fritz Perls started publishing, and one of his books, which I don’t 
remember which one, I came across, and started to read it.  And all of a sudden, he was 
talking in terms in which I could relate – made sense.  And that’s what piqued the interest 
in psychology. 
 
JY: And around when was this? 
 
BY: Around what? 
 
JY: Around what time was this? 
 
BY: Probably about four years before we got the divorce, so that would have been 
seventy-three, seventy-two. 
 
JY: When did you begin therapy training, or training to be a therapist? 
 
BY: Well, it was kind of a – and Bakersfield was kind of in the boonies for psychology, 
and so transactional analysis was kind of unheard of.  However, about the time that I 
began to get interested in TA, a therapist in Bakersfield had gone through the training in 
TA and started operating group therapy sessions using the system of transactional 
analysis.  And so Barbara and I joined the group, and within a year after that – we had 
gone to a couple of transactional analysis conferences in San Francisco, so it had to be a 
couple of years after that.  I was looking for somebody to train with, because the interest 
was really piqued.  And that was the way they handled the process, was the training.  And 
that’s how I met the therapist that I trained with. 
 
JY: Who was? 
 
BY: Boy, things like that just go away in a corner somewhere in my head. 
 
JY: Is that Virgil Beasley? 
 
BY: Virgil Beasley, yeah.  And then shortly after that, I went to his – where he did his 
therapy stuff in Los Angeles, and made an appointment with him, sat down, and signed a 
contract to train and started the process.  Took a couple of years, actually.  So that’s three 
– it had to be about four years before the divorce, maybe five, when it started. 
 
JY: And at some point you went back and completed your degree in psychology, and then 
got a master’s degree in psychology. 
 
BY: Yeah, that was right towards the end of that.  Because I didn’t actually finish it until 
after I had met Karen. 
 
JY: And where did you finish your degree? 
 
BY: Saint – not Saint Mary’s. 
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JY: The University Without Walls?  Or Goddard College? 
 
BY: University – Goddard College.  Goddard College at that time – and I think they still 
do offer a university without walls program.  And so, depending on the degree, you can 
write a proposal for a degree and find a person to train with, and do the master’s degree 
that way, just – and you never have to be on the campus, actually.  And set that all in 
motion and went ahead and did it.  And it seems to me it took a couple of years to get that 
finished. 
 
JY: So – and you got both degrees through Goddard? 
 
BY: I finished the bachelor’s degree at Goddard, and the master’s degree, yeah.  
Although the recorded bachelor’s degree, I’m not sure it says Goddard on it.  I think it 
says something else, but I’m not sure. 
 
JY: And who did you work with in that process? 
 
BY: Virgil Beasley and Mel Suhd. 
 
JY: And you also had some training sessions with the Gouldings, correct? 
 
BY: With the Gouldings, yes. 
 
JY: And the Gouldings – say a little bit about them. 
 
BY: They were a second-generation transactional analysis people, out there in the world 
training people to be in TA, and they had become quite famous in what they were doing, 
and so it was just really interesting to spend a weekend with them in their training 
sessions.  What they offered on their farm was that you’d go there and you’d spend a 
weekend – show up on a Friday night, stay there till Sunday evening.  And it’s actually a 
group therapy thing that is going on all the time – there’s never any time that you’re 
outside of it. 
 
JY: And you also had a seminar with Milton Erickson, correct? 
 
BY: Yes.  Shortly before he passed away.  Had to go to Phoenix for that. 
 
JY: And Milton Erickson was a famous hypnotherapist. 
 
BY: Famous is – maybe not big enough, because he was really well known. 
 
JY: And what was your experience of that seminar? 
 
BY: It dovetailed very well with transactional analysis.  He was not into mumbo-jumbo.  
He was a world-renowned hypnotherapist, and on the surface of it, it sounds like 
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hypnotherapist means mumbo-jumbo, but it’s not.  And the reason that it’s not is because 
he figured out along with some others that a person doesn’t have to be, quote, in a trance 
to use hypnotic techniques and get them to work.  And that’s what interested me. 
 
JY: What sorts of things did he talk about when you were there? 
 
BY: I don’t remember.  He did short little scenarios with anybody from the group that 
wanted to volunteer – had some issues they wanted to resolve, whatever.  And by then I 
understood that a famous therapist, no matter who he is, is famous because he’s – either 
he’s consciously doing it or unconsciously it’s happening – and that is, is the people who 
come to him are very selective; they’ve mostly made up their mind to solve their 
problem, and that person becomes the instrument for it to happen.  And if they’d decided 
that Joe Blow was the one – instrument, it would have equally worked as well. 
 
JY: So, by this time, you had been divorced and, I think, remarried, is that correct?  By 
the time you met with Erickson? 
 
BY: You know, I don’t remember for sure.  It was in that area. 
 
JY: Okay.  And your third wife is? 
 
BY: Karen Raskin. 
 
JY: And you met her where? 
 
BY: At one of the group sessions that was run by the person that I elected to train with.  
And I was doing a demonstration of some of the techniques, and she was in that group. 
 
JY: The therapy training session.  You were married in 1979. 
 
BY: Mm-hm. 
 
JY: And as of now, 2008, you’re still married. 
 
BY: Yep.  Made it past twenty-seven. 
 
JY: And – 
 
BY: You know what I mean by that. 
 
JY: No. 
 
BY: First marriage is seven years, the second’s seventeen, the next one’s twenty-seven. 
 
JY: And soon after that you opened your own therapy practice. 
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BY: Yeah, I was working under a guy in the Los Angeles area when I – shortly after I 
met Karen, actually.  And so I just moved into – down there at some point and worked 
under him for – it was a couple of years, I think.  And then I opened my own practice. 
 
JY: With a lot of the other people you trained with. 
 
BY: Yeah, there were several, actually. 
 
JY: And that lasted a long time. 
 
BY: Until just before we moved here.  Thirteen years ago. 
 
JY: Yeah.  What made you decide to switch professions? 
 
BY: To become a therapist? 
 
JY: And to leave engineering. 
 
BY: Well, one, I was aware of what was happening with second-generation therapists in 
the TA world, and that they were doing quite well.  And I was hoping to tap into that.  
Unfortunately, shortly after I made the decision to make that shift, and actually did it, the 
world of hospitals and treatment decided that they were going to change path.  And the 
path – hospitals up to that point were owned and operated by groups of doctors, and they 
were a non-profit organization.  And what happened shortly after that was they hired 
businesspeople to run their hospitals, and they became businesses which had to make 
money.  And the treatment of people was drastically changed at that point.  And one of 
the big things that happened was the HMOs.  And the HMOs, if you as a therapist aren’t 
a member of the HMO, you’re not going to get any clients to speak of.  And you couldn’t 
be a member of the HMO – it was like getting hired on as an employee: there’s only so 
many employees they’re going to have.  And it didn’t matter how bad employees they 
were, only mattered that they had an employee to fill the slot.  So in a general sort of 
way, HMOs work; in a not-so-general way, they are horrible if you don’t happen to be in 
the mainstream. 
 
JY: And during this time period, this as you said was when you got back involved with 
model airplanes again. And you became involved with the Blacksheep Squadron in Los 
Angeles. 
 
BY: Yep. 
 
JY: And can you talk a little bit about that? 
 
BY: Well, it was very obvious after a short period of time that model boating wasn’t 
going anywhere for me, because I just – I had no interest in doing it.  Zero.  Boats were 
packed up and they stayed packed up.  They’re still packed up.  But that didn’t mean I 
wasn’t interested in modeling.  And the other part of the modeling world, the airplanes, 
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was wide open.  And living in Los Angeles, it was convenient, because there were four, 
five model airplane clubs all within a very small radius.  And I had known Tony 
Naccarato, who owned the hobby shop T & A Hobby, for many, many years.  And they 
were involved with the Blacksheep Squadron.  So that’s how that connection started.  
And just – the lead into the airplane world just continued to evolve. 
 
JY: When did you meet Tony? 
 
BY: When did I do what? 
 
JY: When did you meet Tony? 
 
BY: Well, it was actually a long time before I moved to Los Angeles.  Because there 
were several times during those early years when I would drive to Los Angeles with a 
specific need and want to go to surplus places and hobby shops and stock up on things I 
couldn’t get in Bakersfield.  And Tony’s place was one that I frequented, for the same 
reason that I did for many years: he had an interest in the lines of things that I was 
interested in.  A lot of those trips, Russ and I were the ones that went together; sometimes 
it was the family and me, and I was – and going to the shops was an adjunct to doing 
some other things with the family. 
 
JY: You began to write more frequent articles when you moved into the model airplane 
world again.  And in fact at one point you had a modeling column in Scale R/C Modeler. 
 
BY: Yeah, that was later.  And yes, model-airplane-wise, there’s six or seven things that I 
have published. 
 
JY: Could you talk a little bit about those? 
 
BY: I had always been interested in the engineering side of whatever I was doing.  And in 
the airplane world, full-size as well as models, there’s always been a side interest in pure 
airplanes, i.e., the flying wings.  And by now, even in full-size aircraft, there have been 
so many flying wings successful that anybody who says that flying wings are 
unsuccessful, doesn’t, is not – is asleep, because there’s millions of them out there.  But 
at that time it wasn’t quite so strong.  So I was looking for ways – in the model airplane 
world, they just didn’t exist, and they still pretty much don’t.  So three of the designs that 
I got published were flying wings.  And along the way, the interest in history was being 
evolved, so those three are also scale of the full-sized airplanes. 
 
JY: And you also became involved with the N9M project. 
 
BY: Well, sort of.  The guy who actually owned that process, quote – and theoretically 
couldn’t own any of it because it was a non-profit organization.  But you couldn’t tell that 
if you tried to do anything with him, because if he didn’t like you, you weren’t going to 
work with the stuff, period, end of report.  And I had known ahead of time, writing to 
museums all over the world to get information about this, that, and the other thing, or 
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clubs and organizations, and never had anybody refuse.  Lots of times they didn’t have 
anything, but that’s beside the point.  But he – I had been told ahead of time that he will 
trade with you like anybody – all the rest of them will trade; however, you won’t get 
anything, he’ll get it all.  Sure enough – sure enough happened.  And in the process, he 
decided he didn’t like me, so being involved with the N9-M project had to be done in a 
way that he didn’t know I was doing it.  And in fact, at some point in the process of the 
N9M project, the guy who was running it contacted me because of stuff I had written and 
said and what have you, and he says, “You have a lot of information about this airplane, 
and would you share that with me?”  And I just – I told him, I said, “You know, me and 
your so-called employer, we’re not on good terms, and so if I try to do anything with you 
and you share that with him, the likelihood is that it isn’t going to work very well.”  And 
he says, “I know all about that kind of stuff;” he said, “Whatever you can do to help, 
we’ll be very glad of it, and we’ll be helpful with your project of writing it up.”  He said, 
“Don’t worry about it.”  And that went through the whole project; it was – I was able to 
get information that they had found, and I shared information I had found.  It worked 
very well for them, and me too. 
 
JY: And the end result was, they rebuilt a working N9M at Planes of Fame. 
 
BY: They rebuilt it, and it’s flying to this day, and I finished the article that is probably – 
not probably, it is the article on the N9M. 
 
JY: And was published in the American Aviation Historical Society Journal, which is the 
preeminent aviation journal in the country. 
 
BY: Yes. 
 
JY: What sort of research did you do to find that information? 
 
BY: Well, first things I did was go to obvious places like libraries, magazines in the field.  
After I had done some of that, then it was into going to museums, seeing what I could 
glean from the museums.  At that time, there was a number of small museums in the Los 
Angeles areas, and they were a gold mine of information that a lot of people didn’t know 
existed.  And in fact, like I said, no matter where I went around the world in museums, I 
always was – got very pleasant responses, and got stuff back.  And at this point, there’s 
two other museums that haven’t responded, but I kind of understand both of them.  One 
of them is the Musée d’Air, and the understanding that I have there, based on a French 
person that I know well, was that, if you’re not French, you’re not likely to get any 
information from the organization.  And I knew that that might have been true before I 
went to there.  And the other is the Russian museums, and that has to do with the fact that 
they’re trying to make that a – those archives a money-making process for themselves, 
and as a result it’s really hard to get information out of Russia. 
 
JY: Didn’t you also interview people involved in the original N9M? 
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BY: I managed to interview every living person who ever flew the N9M.  I think at that 
time there was only three that had passed away. 
 
JY: And also some that had worked on it as well, right? 
 
BY: Some of them that had worked on it, and some of the engineers that did design work 
– yeah, lots, lots and lots of that stuff. 
 
JY: You also began in the early 1990’s to create electronic inventions for model aircraft. 
 
BY: Actually, I’d played around the edges of that for quite a long time before, and by that 
I mean I had built things for myself, and never went any further than that.  But in – would 
have been ninety-six, ninety-five – we came here in ninety-seven – 
 
JY: Ninety-five. 
 
BY: We came here in ninety-five – then it would have been ninety-three, ninety-two.  I 
was approached by members of the Blacksheep Squadron who flew U-control model 
airplanes about electronics in their controls.  And what they were using at that time is 
modified radio control systems which were kind of clumsy in their operation, and their 
question was, “Can we put this all together in a handle and make it nice and neat and 
compact and make it work?”  And I said, “Yeah,” and I designed a simple handle at that 
time for them to use, and the two guys that I was talking to loved it, and several other 
people saw them and said they wanted them.  And so I refined the design and started 
selling radio – not radio control, but electronic u-control handles, and to this day – in fact, 
I have an order for one right now. 
 
JY: And before that you had worked on free flight timers. 
 
BY: Yeah, just during the couple of years prior to that I had built some electronic free 
flight timers, also for the members of the Blacksheep Squadron who knew of my 
electronics and wanted to know if there was some way I could come up with electronic 
timers for their U-control stuff. 
 
JY: And you also briefly marketed a speed control with Cannon R/C Systems. 
 
BY: Because of the other electronics that I was doing, and because I had a longtime 
friendship with Bill Cannon, when he got ready to get involved in electric model aircraft 
– oh, I was writing the column at that time too. 
 
JY: In Scale R/C Modeler? 
 
BY: Yeah.  And he contacted me, and wanted to know if I could design a speed control 
for him for his microsystems, and I said, “Sure.” So I did, and sold quite a few of them, 
actually. 
 



 32

JY: And it was at the time the smallest speed control on the market. 
 
BY: At the time it was, yes.  The market was moving so fast that it didn’t last long, but – 
 
JY: To move back to family things, you and Karen had – have two children. 
 
BY: Yep. 
 
JY: Who are – 
 
BY: You and Meredith. 
 
JY: And in 1995 you moved to Flagstaff. 
 
BY: Yep. 
 
JY: And why was that? 
 
BY: Oh, Karen and I had been talking together for a long, long time about moving out of 
the Los Angeles area.  All I can say is, if you’re a very sensitive person in any way, 
shape, or form, a city like Los Angeles is going to drive you up the wall.  It’s just hectic 
to the nth degree, and it’s that way all the time.  An – but Karen’s mother was old and on 
the process of passing away, and we actually made a decision to wait until her mother 
passed away before we moved.  And so that’s what fixed the time.  If that hadn’t been 
true, we probably would have moved sooner.  However, that also made it very 
economical for us to move, because at that time, she had an inheritance to help support 
us. 
 
JY: And why Flagstaff? 
 
BY: The first – we started making lists of possible places, and after the lists were made, 
there was two of them that were – we could kind of get to in one trip, Tucson and 
Phoenix.  And I told her before we went that Phoenix was like Los Angeles, but she 
didn’t believe me.  So we took off on a weekend vacation, went to Tucson, spent a couple 
– no, it wasn’t a weekend; I guess we took a week.  Because we went to Tucson and we 
spent a couple of three days there, and decided that Tucson was not the kind of city we 
wanted to move to.  And we went from Tucson to Phoenix, and Phoenix has the feel for 
me, and to Karen also – fifty miles outside of the outskirts of Phoenix you can feel the 
difference.  And Los Angeles is even worse.  So Phoenix, we didn’t spend much time.  
And then, so she said, “What are we going to do now?”  And I said, “Well, there’s 
another city in Arizona that’s up in the mountains north of here, and I was through it a 
couple of times many years ago, it’s a pretty place, and we got time – we could go look.  
So we did.  We drove into Flagstaff in a snowstorm, spent the next two or three days 
wandering around the city, and meeting a house person to sell houses, and one thing and 
another, and decided that it was – that’s what we wanted to do, and the rest of them we 
had on the list we weren’t going to bother with.  So we called the guy – we told the guy 
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before we left, “We’ll be back in about two or three months – got some things to take 
care of – we will call you ahead of time, and what we’re looking for is about a week of 
your time to find a house.”  And then, I forget exactly what month that was – March or 
April?  I don’t know for sure. 
 
JY: I think so. 
 
BY: And came back and spent a week looking for a house; we settled on the house, went 
back home and started packing.  And I actually made a couple of trips before we moved 
carrying fragile stuff in the trailer.  And then the move came in June, and we’re here. 
 
JY: And before that, you lived through the Northridge Earthquake as well. 
 
BY: That was shortly before we moved, and that was – yep.  Four miles from the 
epicenter.  The whole world jumped up and down, and it just went “thump” real hard. 
 
JY: And my memory is we spent over a year making repairs to our house in California. 
 
BY: Yeah – there was nothing major.  Well, I can’t really say that.  The fireplace was 
damaged, and we had to replace most of the fireplace, and part of the rear fence had 
collapsed, and part of the side fences had collapsed.  And the rest of the house, there were 
little cracks around the doors, and stuff like that.  And because it was old, the plaster had 
shattered in the ceiling in a few places.  So yeah, we spent close to a year doing things, 
fixing up, painting, what have you.  And that was done for two reasons: one, we knew we 
needed to get it cleaned up and so on if we were ever going to sell it, and two, we hadn’t 
at that point made decisions about to move because her mother was still alive at that 
point. 
 
JY: When we moved to Flagstaff, you got involved with the local model airplane club, 
the Flagstaff Flyers. 
 
BY: Yep. 
 
JY And soon after that you started a hobby shop here. 
 
BY: Yep. 
 
JY: Can you talk a little bit about those? 
 
BY: Well, one of the first things I did when I came here was to get connected up with the 
model airplane club, because at that point I was very active at flying model airplanes, and 
wanted to fly when I was here.  So that was a natural connection.  And there was a hobby 
shop here at the time.  I had always wanted to do a hobby shop, and I was looking at the 
possibility of starting a therapy practice.  One thing led to another, and made the decision 
to do the hobby shop, and did that.  And did it for, what, nine years? 
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JY: I think eleven years, actually. 
 
BY: Huh. 
 
JY: And what was your involvement in the club? 
 
BY: Initially, it was getting to know people and how things functioned.  And then at 
some point they were having trouble with officers, and so I said, “I’ll volunteer for Vice 
President, but I can’t be an officer beyond that, just simply because of my involvement 
with the hobby shop.”  And one thing led to another, and a couple of years later I said to 
them, “Why don’t you just make me permanent Vice President, and forget it?” – which 
they did.  And so out of the eleven years that I was a member, probably eight or nine of 
them I was Vice President. 
 
JY: And while you were – while you owned the hobby shop, you got involved with a 
program building Delta Darts with young kids. 
 
BY: Well, the Blacksheep Squadron was doing that all the time.  And whenever a teacher 
would come into the shop and talk about getting supplies and things, I would make a 
suggestion to them that that was something that I could offer, and/or the club could offer.  
And so yeah, over the years, there were quite a number of those that we did.  And then 
also the Science Olympiad stuff, also. 
 
JY: Yeah, talk a little bit about that as well. 
 
BY: It’s a national program, and they have different segments that people can do, and the 
one that we helped with was airplanes.  And supposedly these are kids who don’t have 
any experience coming in, they’re given this plan to build, and as a helper you’re not 
supposed to tell them anything.  And then they offer county competitions, and statewide 
competitions, and national competitions.  Well, any kid that’s going to be interested in 
going into the competitions has got to have some pretty good tutoring at the beginning, or 
they’re never going to be able to get there; they’re just never going to be able to get their 
aircraft complex enough, it just – it’s got to happen.  And the Science Olympiad fight that 
– fought it and fought it and fought it something awful.  And the end result was, is we 
dropped out of the program.  And then the other one that runs in the schools –  
 
JY: The Odyssey of the Mind? 
 
BY: Odyssey of the Mind is even worse.  Several times people have asked me why I 
don’t get involved.  I don’t like the way they operate. 
 
JY: And you were named by the local television station as their “Someone 2 Know” for 
the week for your involvement with the Science Olympiad. 
 
BY: Yeah. 
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JY: And that was on the initiative of one of the teachers, right? 
 
BY: Yep. 
 
JY: Why did you close the shop in 2007? 
 
BY: Because about six years before that, a series of events happened.  We were driving 
back from a trip to the mountains, and I got a horrible –  
 
JY: Bursitis. 
 
BY: Bursitis in my hip, left side.  And went to the doctor and injected cortisone into it, 
and it went away.  However, very shortly after that, began to have pains in the lower 
back.  And some of the X-rays showed some arthritis.  And went to some specialists, and 
basically the specialists said, “It’s not life-threatening; therefore, surgery or almost 
anything else that we do is optional until it is life-threatening.  And so until the pain and 
the dysfunctionalness gets high enough to be a threat to your health, we don’t – we’re not 
going to do anything.”  And I understand why they do that, because there’s a lot of risk 
involved in doing surgery and other things.  So for five or six years, I lived on pain pills, 
till it got so bad that I could hardly walk.  And went back to one of the specialists, and he 
did a few things, and said, “You know what?  Let’s do surgery.”  And we scheduled it; 
however, it turned out that my body was anemic, so they couldn’t do it.  So – rescheduled 
it.  So a little over a year ago, they did surgery on the back, which fixed the problem with 
my legs.  But it’s – I’ve got arthritis, and it’s just all up and down my back, and it’s not 
going away.  So I’m still on pain pills, and it will get worse. 
 
JY: And you closed the shop because of the arthritis? 
 
BY: No, I knew I was faced with the surgery very shortly, and it just was – recovery 
time, and I knew that, with as much arthritis as they were talking about, that even after 
the surgery I wasn’t going to be perfect. 
 
JY: And since that time, you’ve been elected President of the modeling club. 
 
BY: Mm-hm. 
 
JY: And you’ve – 
 
BY: No, I wasn’t elected.  All the people who were President and willing to be President 
left town or changed their willingness, and there I was Vice President, so therefore I was 
President.  It’s only just this last round that I got elected. 
 
JY: And you’ve also been involved in doing some electronic work for magic tricks. 
 
BY: Well, I always have this interest in electronics; it’s always been there.  And I’ve kept 
my hand in.  And so, even here when people would come into the shop with something 
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that would be electronic, if it was something that I thought I could solve, I had an 
electronics project to do.  And I did several of them.  And several of them were for model 
railroaders, and several others were for other things.  And then, one day this guy was in 
the shop asking me about servo – he had been in the shop several times, and he’d bought 
servos and so on.  And he looked at my card, which said electronics – he says, “What 
does that mean?”  And I said, “It means that I do electronic design work.”  And his 
answer to that was, “Aha.”  And so he sat down, told me that he was a retired magician 
and magician designer of magic tricks, and been looking for somebody adept at 
electronics and electrical stuff.  And he was in Sedona; he used to own a company who 
made magic – who still makes magic tricks in New Jersey, and he was retired, and he was 
their magic trick designer.  And beyond that, whenever something came up and he 
developed a magic trick, if it didn’t sell very many, he made them by hand; if it started 
selling well, then the company took over and manufactured them.  And so ever since, I’ve 
been working with him on one thing and another, and at this point, it’s been about six or 
seven different magic tricks that I’ve worked with him on. 
 
JY: And this is Nick Ruggiero. 
 
BY: Nick Ruggiero. 
 
JY: Who was a former assistant to Blackthorne. 
 
BY: Yep.  Yeah, interesting guy. 
 
JY: He has the biggest collection of magic memorabilia I’ve ever seen. 
 
BY: Yeah. 
 
JY: You’ve been reading a lot of philosophy about uncertainty.  Would you like to talk 
about that for a bit? 
 
BY: Well, I’ve read other stuff.  Oh, what’s the guy that Karen read, that she enjoyed 
reading? 
 
JY: For what? 
 
BY: Physicist. 
 
JY: Oh, Richard Feynman. 
 
BY: Richard Feynman, yeah.  I had read some of Richard Feynman’s stuff, and others, 
and scattered along the line I’ve read some of Einstein’s stuff, and – I’ve always been 
kind of following along behind where the leading edge is.  And ever-loving son found a 
couple of books on Einstein and Heisenberg.  And Heisenberg – I stumbled across his 
stuff quite a long time ago, but I don’t remember just where.  And so it was very, very 
interesting to read the first piece that I got about Heisenberg, and just his theories and 
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stuff.  And the other one about Einstein, is much, much, much, much more difficult to 
follow, but still interesting. 
 
JY: Is there anything that you’d like to talk about that we haven’t mentioned? 
 
BY: Price of tea in China?  I don’t know what it would be. 
 
JY: In that case, I have one final question for you.  And that is, over the past two hours 
and fifteen minutes, we’ve created a sort of a record of your life, and this will be 
available for your grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, and on and on.  And my 
question is, if there’s one thing, or several things, about you and who you are that you 
would want those people to know, what would it be? 
 
BY: Well, I doubt that anything I’m going to say would be understood by the majority of 
them.  But it has to do with – all of science, all of human activity, all of it, is random and 
unknowable to a very large degree.  And getting comfortable with that goes a long ways 
towards making it easy to live life. 
 
JY: Do you think that’s something you’ve achieved in your life? 
 
BY: Mm-hm. 
 
JY: All right, thank you very much. 
 
BY: Mm-hm. 


